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middle cranial fossa



Middle cranial fossa

The middle cranial fossa is located, as its name suggests, centrally in the 

cranial floor. It is said to be “butterfly shaped”, with a middle part 

accommodating the pituitary gland and two lateral parts accommodating 

the temporal lobes of the brain



Borders

The middle cranial fossa consists of three bones – the sphenoid bone and the 

two temporal bones.

Its boundaries are as follows:

Anteriorly and laterally it is bounded by the lesser wings of the sphenoid bone. 

These are two triangular projections of bone that arise from the central 

sphenoid body.

http://teachmeanatomy.info/head/osteology/sphenoid-bone/
http://teachmeanatomy.info/head/osteology/temporal-bone/
http://teachmeanatomy.info/head/osteology/sphenoid-bone/
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